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Sunday, November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent, Year A

Introduction
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s 
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither 
the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will 
gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. 
Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we 
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens 
our faith in the promises of God.

GATHERING

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Reader:  Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near.
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world.
You show up in our lives at unexpected times.
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival.
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to 
gather all people to your peace.
C: Amen. 

PRELUDE   Nicole Myers and Simon Cummings, cellists 
                                                                                                      
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
C  Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.



L  Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins,
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.

The congregation may kneel as able.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L  God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire
and set us again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.

P  People of God,
a new thing is growing in our midst,
a tender branch,
a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ,
and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
C  Amen.

GATHERING SONG NO.  557 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun

thy daily stage of duty run;



shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise
to pay thy morning sacrifice.

2 All praise to thee, who safe hast kept
and hast refreshed me while I slept.
Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake,
I may of endless light partake.

3 Lord, I my vows to thee renew.
Disperse my sins as morning dew;
guard my first springs of thought and will;
and with thyself my spirit fill.

4 Direct, control, suggest, this day,
all I design or do or say,
that all my pow'rs, with all their might,
in thy sole glory may unite.

5 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.



C  And also with you.

KYRIE





PRAYER OF THE DAY
P  Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk 
in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

WORD  
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when 
God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war 
obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of 
that Lord now!”

A reading from Isaiah,
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
 2In days to come
  the mountain of the LORD’s house
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
  and shall be raised above the hills;
 all the nations shall stream to it.
  3Many peoples shall come and say,
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
  to the house of the God of Jacob;
 that he may teach us his ways
  and that we may walk in his paths.”
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
 4He shall judge between the nations,
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares,



  and their spears into pruning hooks;
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
  neither shall they learn war any more.
 5O house of Jacob,
  come, let us walk
  in the light of the LORD!

A  The word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

PSALM    122
 1I was glad when they | said to me,
  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
 2Now our | feet are standing
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
 3Jerusalem is built | as a city
  that is at unity | with itself;
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.  
 5For there are the | thrones of judgment,
  the thrones of the | house of David.
 6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
  “May they pros- | per who love you.
 7Peace be with- | in your walls
  and quietness with- | in your towers.

 8For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
  I pray for | your prosperity.
 9Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
  I will seek to | do you good.” 

SECOND READING:  Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today
in light of Christ’s coming in the future.



A reading from Romans,
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.    

   GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring 
about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to 
stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come 
unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 



giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.”

P  The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON – The Rev. Daniel P. Smail

HYMN OF THE DAY NO. 244 Rejoice, Rejoice Believers
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,

and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising
and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

2 The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches



with alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
the bridegroom is at hand.

3 The saints, who here in patience
their cross and suff'rings bore,
shall live and reign forever
when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
the Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.

4 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 
church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and 
custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. 
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your
ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, 
preserve wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in 
your mercy,
hear our prayer.



God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving
the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We 
pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those 
who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help 
and hope to any who are sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 
congregations in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational 
councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected 
opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives 
of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the 
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
we pray.
Amen.

PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL  



OFFERING PRAYER 
L Eternal God,
C  you make the desert bloom
and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love
for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C  Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.   
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.

COMMUNION SONG 

SOLO - Nicole Myers and Simon Cummings, cellists



COMMUNION HYMN NO. 245 Creator of the Stars of Night
1 Creator of the stars of night,

your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all,
we pray you hear us when we call.

2 When this old world drew on toward night,
you came; but not in splendor bright,
not as a monarch, but the child
of Mary, blessed mother mild.

3 At your great name, O Jesus, now
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:
all things on earth with one accord,
like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.

4 Come in your holy might, we pray,
redeem us for eternal day;
defend us while we dwell below
from all assaults of our dread foe.

5 To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally. Amen.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.

Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-733689.



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW 204

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
L Let us pray.
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.



SENDING  

BLESSING
P  God the eternal Word,
who dwells with us in Jesus,
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever.
C  Amen.

SENDING SONG NO. 246 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is 
Sounding

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!
"Christ is near," we hear it say.
"Cast away the works of darkness,
all you children of the day!"

2 Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3 See the Lamb, so long expected,
come with pardon down from heav'n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all, to be forgiv'n;

4 So, when next he comes in glory



and the world is wrapped in fear,
he will shield us with his mercy
and with words of love draw near.

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son
with the everlasting Spirit
while unending ages run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878

DISMISSAL 
L  Go in peace, with Christ is near.
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43759. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Altar Flowers         The flowers in the Sanctuary this weekend are dedicated to 



the Glory of God and the adornment of His House in loving memory of my wife, 
Dolores’s Nov. 13th birthday, given by Bill Zeilfelder.   Also, in honor of all the 
BELC church members. 

Those Serving at worship this weekend
Advent Candle Wreath Lighter    &   Prayer Reader
6pm   -       Joyce Kay      & Judy Begenwald
8am   -       André Francois  &  Ginny Villani
10:30am    Richard & Josephine Magill

LECTORS     
6:00pm     - Eric James
8:00am     - Ginny Villani  
10:30am   - Judy Sparlin 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
6:00 pm   -    Eric James
8:00am   -     Ginny Villani
10:30am  -    Mike Sparlin
LAY ASSISTANTS
8:00am   -    André Francois
10:30am –   Valerie Martincek
Advancing the Slides  
6:00pm   -  Rex Biernesser
8:00am   -   Jim Good
10:30am -  Miriam Kerr

ACOLYTE   10:30am   -
  
Ushers are:    8am    --   M/M Bill Hughes 
                     10:30am –   Rich McHale & team

Monthly Counting Team:   David & Valerie Martincek & Sandy & Dan McGowan
 



Monthly Benevolence for November is:    Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry                   
(North Hills)Your special envelope may be placed in the offering basket at any Worship service,
or they can be mailed directly to the church office. Thank you for your generous support.

The Week at Bethlehem
Sunday, November  27th         First Sunday in Advent
                                                   8:00am Worship/Communion 
                                                   9:15am  Sunday School Students & Adults
                                                *10:30 am Worship/Communion
                                 *Live streamed worship service    
                                                  NO Confirmation 
                                                   1:00pm   Wreath Making Party (Fellowship Hall)
Monday, 28th                             9:00-2:30p PACC (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday,  November 29th        6:00pm NA Mtg. in Fellowship Hall 
                                                   7:00 Senior Youth (Escape Room) 
Wednesday, November 30th   7pm Boy Scouts (Fellowship Hall)
Thursday, December 1st           4:30-7:00pm Act -1  
                                                   5:30-7:00pm Girl Scouts (Fellowship Fall classroom)
Friday, December 2nd               10:00am Health & Wellness Comm. Mtg.
                                    6:00pm  Greening of the Church/Fellowship following @ Middle Road Inn
Saturday, December 3rd        Advent Week #2
                                                     6pm Evening Worship 

     MUSIC ANGELS

Would you like to honor/remember someone this Christmas while helping us to defray the cost of our 
Christmas music?   A gift to our music angels would be the perfect way.  Simply complete the form 
below by Dec. 11th and place it along with your gift into the offering box or mail it into the church 
office.  No gift is too small. All amts. Appreciated!   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Music Angels                                                        

               In honor/memory of  ________________________________

               Given by:____________________________________

               Amt. of gift $_______________________



          

2023 calendars are being collected
for the “North Hills Community Outreach”

Collection will begin November 1st. and

continue through December 18th.

Calendars can be placed in the labeled

box in the Narthex.

Thank you for your continued support of this social ministry project.

   Families Celebrate Advent & Christmas is a colorful deck of cards that is 
full of rituals, prayers and reflections. Endlessly flexible for busy schedules, you can 
create    a new after-meal ritual, use them as decorations, or carry them on the go. 
Explore the entire season from Advent to Christmas through Epiphany. Card decks are 
available in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, please let Pastor Ellen know 
(e.lundie@belc.org).

.  The 2023  Flower Chart     The 
wall chart for flower ordering 
and dedications is now in the 
hallway outside of the church 
office.  Don’t delay, stop by and 
reserve your desired date(s) for 
next year

mailto:e.lundie@belc.org


           Reminder  -    All gifts for Glade Run and Trinity Lutheran
 must be returned no church no later than, Next Sunday- December 4th.  
 Please be sure your tag is securely attached to the outside of your package so we              
know which organization should be getting that package and so once they receive             
it from us, they will also know what person it should be given to.  Questions should 
be directed to Marianne in the church office.   
 Please- no Bows on the gifts they smash while transporting them for delivery.                  

                      **************************************************
If you missed our last CPR classes, here is another opportunity. Our own Dalton Crump will be 

teaching once again on Sat. Dec. 10th with sessions at 9am & 11am 

There is a fee of $3.00 per person, which must accompany your registration. 
This covers the cost of the certification card.

     Anyone is welcome to attend, and it would be especially beneficial to have some participation from
our usher teams. Class size is limited to 10 people each time, so get your registration into the church 
office as soon as possible.  This will tell us if we need to add on an additional session as well as allow 
us to put together the final roster and pass it along to Dalton by his required deadline…
All attendees must register with the church office by November 27th,    No exceptions! 
_________________________________________________
CPR Class Registration

NAME _______________________________________          I wish to attend   9am____     11:00am____  
                                                                                             
Full Address ___________________________________

                ______________________________________

PHONE No. ___________________________________

E-mail Address_________________________________          
Fee to cover certification card  $3.00    _____________   (Payable in Cash only - please)                           



    The hour is getting near……     

Today is the Nancy Price Memorial Wreath Party
for those who signed up to join us

as we make new an
old tradition here at Bethlehem

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  -  Fellowship Hall  - Sunday, November 27th, 2022
                                                        1:00pm 

    * *   *  *  *  *  *    *  *  *  *   *   * * *  *  *   *  *  *  *  *  *  *   * * *  * *  *  * * *
       

Greening of the Church

Please join us for a fun evening of decorating at our annual “Greening of the Church” event!

We will gather on Friday, 12/2 at 6 pm to help decorate windows, doors, railings and Christmas 
trees.  After decorating, we will head to the Middle Road Inn for food and fellowship.  Please 
contact the church office to sign up if you’d like to join us at the restaurant.

We hope you can join us for this fun holiday event!



                        GOOD GIFTS ANIMALS TO 

“FILL THE STABLE”

The shepherds found baby Jesus lying in a manger, surrounded by God's animals.  What
better way to celebrate the birth of Christ than to share those same animals – to “fill the
stable” -- so that families can prosper.  

The animals we provide will be used not only for food, but also to generate income.
Oxen and donkeys help till fields, sheep produce warm wool, cows and goats give protein
and  milk,  and  chickens  provide  an  abundance  of  nutritious  eggs.   As  the  animals
multiply,  families  can sell  surplus  food for  extra  income.   A bountiful  and enduring
blessing!  These gifts can make a real, life-changing difference for those who live with
hunger and poverty.

Each gift counts twice – once for your loved ones and again for someone you may never
meet.  Even better, these are gifts that last for more than a couple days or weeks; they
keep on giving for years to come.

The costs of all the animals are listed below.  You don’t have to buy a ‘whole’ animal;
the money donated will be combined to purchase as many animals as we can.  Donations
may be given in memory and honor of loved ones and will be listed in the Christmas Eve
bulletin.

cow   $500     a share of - nativity animals $75

share of cow   $50 donkey   $400

goat   $50 sheep   $150

piglet $30 rooster $15

1oxen & plow $500             2 chickens   $25



POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

Again this year, the chancel will be decorated with red poinsettias for Christmas Eve.
Plants may be picked up following the 10:30 p.m. worship service on Christmas Eve. 

 All  orders  and  money  are  due  into  the  church  office  no  later  than  Sunday,
December 11th to guarantee your dedication is  listed in the bulletin.   All  order
received after that will be posted in a future Sunday bulletin.

  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

COMBINED

POINSETTIA ORDER / DONATION FORM

I would like give #_________red poinsettias plants at $6.50 each for a six-inch pot

I would like to give $________ toward Christmas decorations.

I would like to donate $_______ toward ELCA Good Gifts / World Vision animals to 
“fill the stable..”

                                                                  or name a specific animal ______________

Total Amount enclosed:  $_______

In memory of ______________________________

In honor of ________________________________

Given by __________________________________

Name(s) as you want it printed in the bulletin

____ I will pick up my plant       ____ Please give my plant to a shut-in  



Saturday, December 17, 2022 

9:30 am

rof su nioJ
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