
Community Thanksgiving Eve Service
Bethlehem Lutheran, Glenshaw 2022

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements (The Rev. Daniel P. Smail, 
Bethlehem Lutheran)

ANTHEM - This Is My Father’s World, arr. Camp Kirkland

Please Stand
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Oh God Beyond All Praising”  
ELW #880

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

2 The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
     its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;
     but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown—
     though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown:
     for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
     and we through him are given the final victory.

3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996 Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, 

Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-733689.

INVOCATION (The Rev. Ellen S. Lundie, Bethlehem Lutheran)     

THANKSGIVING LITANY  (The Rev. Ryan Pixton, Hampton 
Presbyterian) 
L. Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
C. God's steadfast love endures forever.
 
L. Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name.
C. Make known God's deeds among the peoples!
 
L. God blesses us with gifts of love:
C. With food and clothing, home, and family.
 
L. God blesses us with daily work:
C. And all we need from day to day.
 
L. God protects us in time of danger:
C. And guards us from every evil.
 
L. God calls us into relationship:
C. And forms us into one holy people, the Church of Jesus Christ
in this time and place.
 
L. Therefore shall we offer thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C. O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever.

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray.
C O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know 
you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give 
thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and 
make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    C Amen.



Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11  (Norma Todorowski, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish)

The annual harvest festival called the feast of Weeks provides the 
setting for today’s reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of 
the produce of the land, offered back to God in thanks. As they bring
their offerings, worshipers remember and proclaim God’s gracious 
acts on behalf of Israel. 

A reading from Deuteronomy.
1When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in 
it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, 
which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that 
the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You 
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, 
“Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the 
land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4When the 
priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the 
altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this response before 
the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he 
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and
there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When the 
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor 
on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; 
the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with 
signs and wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us 
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the 
first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” 
You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down 

before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and
the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty 
that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 100  (The Rev. Ellen S. Lundie, Bethlehem 
Lutheran)
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all you lands!
  2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence | with
a song.
 3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom | we belong;
  we are God’s people and the sheep | of God’s pasture. 
 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts 
with praise;
  give thanks and bless God’s | holy name.
 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting,
  whose faithfulness endures from | age to age. 

HYMN  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  ELW #693
1 Come, ye thankful people, come;

raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

2 All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.



First the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

3 For the Lord our God shall come
and shall take his harvest home;

     from his field shall in that day
all offenses purge away;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his garner evermore.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-9  (Father Tim Whalen, Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish)
Paul urges the Christians at Philippi to rejoice, to be thankful, and 
to dwell on everything worthy of praise. 

A reading from Philippians.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the
God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

“Celtic Alleluia”  ELW #174

GOSPEL: John 6:25-35 (The Rev. Christin Moreland, Glenshaw 
Valley Presbyterian) 

The day after he multiplies bread to feed five thousand people, Jesus 
is pursued by the crowds clamoring for more bread. Recalling the 
image of manna in the wilderness, Jesus promises to provide the true



bread from heaven that will never fail. Jesus himself is that bread of 
life.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, 
"Rabbi, when did you come here?" 26Jesus answered them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, 
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the 
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 
Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do 
to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they 
said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we 
may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 
heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us 
this bread always.”
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 
me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON  (Pastors Ellen Lundie and Dan Smail, 
Bethlehem Lutheran)

SERMON (The Rev. Christin Moreland, Glenshaw Valley 
Presbyterian)

Please stand

HYMN OF THE DAY “We Gather Together” 
1 We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing;
He chastens and hastens his will to make known;
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.

2 Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Whose kingdom calls all to the love which endures.
So from the beginning the fight we were winning:
You, Lord, were at our side; all glory be yours!

3 We all do extol you, our leader triumphant,
And pray that you still our defender will be.
Let your congregation escape tribulation:
Your name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!     

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (The Rev. Amy Wagner, Saint 
Paul’s United Methodist)        
P In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us 
pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

A brief silence…

P We give you thanks, holy God, for every blessing you 
provide the church: for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the teaching 
of faithful leaders, and opportunities to serve others in your name. 
Bless all those who have gathered here this evening, that we would 
be inspired and enlivened for ministry.  Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.



P For your creation in all its beauty, for water and land, plants 
and animals, and for those who advocate for the just use of the earth, 
that all creatures enjoy life abundant. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P For government leaders, for those who provide justice and 
safety, and for those in war-torn regions of the world, that all would 
be guided by the peace of the Lord. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P For the hungry and homeless, for the sick and suffering, for 
those struggling with broken relationships, for those living with 
illness of any kind; that God would grant grace, mercy, and comfort 
to those who are in need. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P For those traveling this week, for those gathered with family 
and friends, for protection from inclement weather, and for the whole
body of Christ that we would be united in service to the Gospel. Hear
us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P In thanksgiving for all the saints who lived their lives giving 
thanks to God and are now at rest, that their witness would 
strengthen our confidence in the resurrection to eternal life. Hear us, 
O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the 
peace of the risen Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

Please be seated
OFFERING
(This year’s offering will be shared equally between Anchorpoint 
Counseling Ministry, Hearth, and North Hills Community Outreach. 
During the offering we will take a moment to receive greetings from 
representatives of these ministries.  Mr. Mark Heinbockel, MSW, 
Executive Director of Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry and Mr. 
Tom Baker, Executive Director of North Hills Community Outreach)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM - Teach Me, O Lord, Philip Stopford

Please Stand

OFFERING PRAYER  (The Rev. Ted Martin, Hampton 
Presbyterian Church)  
P Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION  (Father Tim Whalen, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish)

SENDING SONG  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  ELW 
#858

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend 
you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

*Please stick around after worship, refreshments will be 
provided in Bethlehem’s fellowship hall.  Thank you and may 
you have a blessed, safe, and joy-filled Thanksgiving holiday!


